Worksheet 3

Average farm cover

Calculate the average cover on your farm
regularly as set out in Section 4 (Example
4.4) using field cover assessments made
with a rising plate meter (Section 3).
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Total

Average Farm Cover (Total Column C + Total Column A)

As a very general rule, you need the average farm cover to
be between entry level at grazing, typically 2800kg DM/

ha, and target residual of 1500kg DM/ha, which equates to
2150kg DM/ha so the above needs to reduce by increasing
demand. You may go below this average of 2150kg in spring

Improvement through grassland management

when growth rates are increasing quickly, as there is plenty of
growth to come, so a target of 1900kg may be appropriate.

But when growth is slowing, target average cover may be
2300kg DM/Ha.




